Parish Study Guide for Episcopalians on the biblical
Saints Junia & Andronicus, Apostles

Introduction

The Bible only names one woman who it explicitly calls an Apostle, and that is Junia. With her companion Andronicus she was canonized over 1,400 years ago in Constantinople (now called Istanbul). A Church there was named after them in the early Byzantium period, and it was repaired or replaced a few times. Every May 17th their day is observed in Eastern Orthodox Churches, and in Eastern Catholic Churches. Starting in 2013 their day will receive trial use throughout the Episcopal Church around May 15th. In the Anglican Church of Canada in the Diocese of Niagara the Society of St. Junia the Apostle met regularly in the 1970s and the 1980s. In 1984 the feast of the Apostle(s) began to be observed in the Diocese of Massachusetts, where the feast recently had a diocesan-wide period of trial use for half a dozen years. 

Romans 16:7 was written by St. Paul and it says: 
         Greet Andronicus and Junia, my relatives and prison companions. 
         They are notable Apostles, and they were in Christ before me.  
There are two main reasons few people have heard about these Apostles. First, because the two Apostle saints are only mentioned explicitly in this one verse, although other verses do refer to the group of Apostles which includes them. Second, about seven hundred years ago in the west men Bible translators and commentators began to change the translations and commentaries to make it look as if she had a man’s name, just because the idea of the Bible calling a woman an Apostle freaked them out.   
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1. A short biography of the saints
At the end of his epistle to the Romans, Paul sends his personal greetings. He particularly asks his correspondents to “Greet Andronicus and Junia, my relatives and prison companions; they are notable Apostles, and they were in Christ before me” (Rm. 16:7). 

In 1 Cor. 15:7 Paul says that the Risen Christ appeared to the Twelve and “all the Apostles.” That is probably when Christ commissioned these Jewish Christians and “sent them out” as Apostles to evangelize in the earliest days of the Church. Although we do not know how they were related to each other, this man and woman ministered together through the years. They are “confessors” because they kept the faith despite suffering imprisonment. Paul deeply valued and defended his own responsibility, standing, and ministry as an Apostle, so it is high praise for him to write that these two Apostles were notable or outstanding. 

John Chrysostom wrote about them, praising Junia as a woman and as an Apostle. In about 608 they were canonized by the patriarch of Constantinople, where a church was built in their honor. Since then their feast day has been celebrated on May 17 by all those, Orthodox and Catholic, who follow the Eastern Rite. Throughout the centuries,

iconographers have continued to paint their icons.

In the ninth century St. Joseph the Hymnographer penned a liturgical hymn that includes

these words:

         With piety we will honor the bright stars and God-inspired

         Holy Apostles Junia and Andronicus.

         The blessed Paul proclaims you both as truly distinguished 

         among the Apostles, and blessed in the Church.

Apostles, confessors, and canonized saints-- these titles make an impressive description, but the central fact Paul mentions is that they were in Christ: they were baptized disciples. By our baptism we, too, are called to holiness and faithfulness, to work with both women and men in the Church, to take a role in evangelism, and to serve “the least of our brothers and sisters,” following their example. 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2. The proper for their feast day, the prayer/collect, and the 
    readings
II.   Almighty God, whose Son the Risen Christ sent forth your Apostles Junia and Andronicus to proclaim the Gospel and extend your reign; send us forth in your Holy Spirit that like them we, both men and women, may co-operate as faithful witnesses to the Gospel of Jesus Christ; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit in perfect unity, one God, now and forever. Amen.

Psalm                         

Lessons
68:7-11



Isaiah 61:1-4

Romans 16:1-2, 7, 16, 25-27

John 17:6, 17-22

Preface of Apostles and Ordinations
________________________________________________________________________
3. Ideas for authorized Episcopal hymns to use when celebrating their day 

The themes of the hymns in this section are: Apostles, evangelism, mission, prisons, cooperation of women and men, saints, Jewish tune, and the Holy Spirit’s actions. 

In the Hymnal 1982 hymns 231 and 232 have different tunes, but the same text. The text is printed so that the second stanza is inserted according to whichever saint is being celebrated. Many different second stanzas are provided, for different saints’ days. A new stanza, printed below, names both Andronicus and Junia, and when desired it can be followed by the All Saints’ Day stanza (which mentions Apostles), and/or the final stanza of the hymn. 

Stanza 2. Companions in God's service,
                this woman and this man,
                Andronicus and Junia,
                set out to tell God's plan.
                Imprisoned for their witness,

                they shared a cell with Paul.

                He called them both "Apostles,"

                sent forth to live God's call.                                          © Carol Doran 2008.  


Even better, the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, with which the Episcopal Church is in full communion, in Evangelical Lutheran Worship 2006, has a slightly better version of the wording of the same hymn, which is preferable to the Hymnal 1982 version. 
Also, from the listings below:
Hymn in the morning: H-1982 hymn
544 

Hymns in the evening:      see LBW  hymn
530  

                                     “an evening hymn”            

Hymn in place of the Gloria: H-1982 hymn
364 st. 1-5 (or 544) 


Hymn at an ordination: LBW hymn 285 st. 1-4 

A Prayer Book for Remembering the Women:  “evening hymn” - See pp. 9, 77-8
This “evening hymn” “To Call the Names,” mentions Junia.   

	HYMNAL
	BEST COLUMN
	2nd BEST
	REMARKS

	The Hymnal 1982
	
	
	

	
	614 Christ is the King!
	
	Kingdom of God

	
	231/2 By all your saints still striving, st. 1 & Doran st., above.  
	  
	Apostles, Ss. (All Ss. stanza optional)

	
	
	364  O God we praise thee st. 1-5
	Apostles, Ss.

	
	
	521 Put forth, O God, thy Spirit’s might
	Apostles

	
	
	535 Ye servants of God
	Church’s mission

	
	
	536 Open your ears
	Jewish tune, message

	
	
	544 Jesus shall reign
	Church’s mission, prison

	
	
	493 Oh, for a thousand tongues
	Frees prisoners

	
	
	539 O Zion, haste
	Church’s mission

	
	
	506/7 Praise the Spirit in creation
	Holy Spirit

	
	
	239 Blessed feats
	Holy Spirit

	
	
	225 Hail thee, festival day!
	Holy  Spirit

	
	
	230 A mighty sound st. 1-2 
	Holy Spirit

	
	
	279 For they dear saints
	Saints

	
	
	287 For all the saints st. 1-4
	Saints

	
	
	
	

	Lift Every Voice and Sing II
	
	
	

	
	113 How like a gentle spirit deep within
	
	Spirit

	
	225 Oh freedom!
	
	Freedom

	
	
	
	

	Voices Found
	
	
	

	
	90 God of freedom
	
	Prison, action

	
	109 People of God, gather together
	
	Call, community of male and female

	
	
	51 – Loving Spirit
	Holy Spirit

	Lutheran Book of Worship 1978
	
	
	

	
	285 Spirit of God st. 1-4 
	
	Especially ordinations

	
	
	177 By all your saints in warfare (4) 
	Apostles

	
	
	388 O Spirit of the living God
	Proclaim Gospel

	
	
	530 Jesus shall reign [= H1982 544]
	Mission praise

	
	
	559 Oh, for a thousand tongues [=H1982 493]
	Frees prisoners

	Wonder, Love, and Praise
	
	
	

	
	782 Gracious Spirit
	
	Free captives

	
	
	778 We all are one in mission
	Church’s mission

	
	
	779 The Church of Christ in every age
	Mission, justice

	
	
	780 Lord, you give the great commission
	Church’s mission


4.  What does it mean to say that they are Apostles?
It means that Junia and Andronicus were the same kind of Apostle that St. Paul was, or else he would not have called them notable Apostles. There was probably only one kind of Apostle in the early Church, but eventually, after they had all died, there were two different ideas about who the Apostles had been. So if you are interested in understanding how that happened, you must be prepared for a paradigm shift. Read 1 Corinthians 15:3-11 and you will see that Paul quoted a passage where the Twelve and the Apostles were thought to be different people.   
Most of us are used to the second idea, which is also in the Bible. We think that Jesus called a series of men to travel and study with him, the Twelve Apostles, and after he died and rose, he commissioned them to go out and spread the Gospel. But the phrase “Twelve Apostles” is only used twice in the Bible, and Jesus also included women among those who traveled and studied with him: read Luke 8:1-3. It is quite possible that some of the Twelve became Apostles, especially Peter—maybe even all of them. But the Twelve seemed mostly to stay around Jerusalem, whereas the first Apostles were lifelong travelling evangelists. 

Later in the first century, probably after all the Apostles had died, in one or more places Apostles were held in such honor that the Twelve were getting called Apostles, too, somewhat like honorary “captains,” or getting an honorary degree. By the time somebody like Luke was born, he was told that the Twelve were the true and original Apostles, and the others, like Paul, were trying to horn in and make a claim they weren’t entitled to. This is the second idea of what an Apostle was and who they were. Luke didn’t know this was inaccurate. Luke in his Gospel, and in the book of the Acts of the Apostles (or whoever wrote Acts), tried to discredit Paul as an Apostle. The author of 1 Peter did this, also. It appears that they had these reasons:

a) They did not think Paul was a real Apostle. 

b) They thought his writings were dangerous to the faith, because parts of his writings 

     were being misused by gnostics and Christian-gnostics at that time.   
c) They did not like his acceptance and affirmation of a woman Apostle, Junia. (Why 

    they did not like that is complicated. It probably was partly due to the Apostolic 

    leadership of St. Mary Magdalene, which they had trouble accepting, just as they had   

    trouble accepting the leadership of other women leaders.)   
So they did several things. They did not have to conspire, because people who share the same values and goals can work together without even meeting each other. 
1. Acts 1:21-22 listed the qualifications for a replacement candidate for the dead Apostle Judas. It says it had to be a man who had seen the Risen Christ before the Ascension, and who had traveled with Jesus since the baptism of John. This had three functions:
--This disqualified Paul as an Apostle because he had not seen the Risen Christ until some time later.
--It showed that Paul did not even know the qualifications, since he called Junia a notable Apostle, and she was a woman! This made him look like an ignoramus. 

--Acts described Paul’s persecution of Christians before his conversion, and then his conversion, in a way making it look like a severe persecution, and a long time after the Ascension, to underline these points, and then this was repeated three more times!

(See Acts 9:1-19;  9:26-27;  22:4-16;  and 26:9-18, which is tediously repetitious.) What Paul himself had to say appears in 1 Corinthians 15:8-10 and in Galatians 1:15-24. By the time Acts was written, Paul was long dead, and while Acts is careful not to contradict Paul, I sometimes wonder if they are talking about the same person’s conversion. 
2. When Luke wrote the Acts of the Apostles, Paul was never called an Apostle in it, (except for Acts 14:4, 14, which may be a part where he used older material that other people had memorized, so that he did not dare alter it, because that might discredit him.) 

3. The person who wrote 2 Peter included this little gem, 3:15-17, which damns with faint praise: 
         “our beloved brother Paul wrote to you according to the wisdom given                                

         him, speaking of this as he does in all his letters. There are some things 

         in them hard to understand, which the ignorant and unstable twist to 

         their own destruction, as they do the other scriptures. You therefore, 

         beloved, since you are forewarned, beware that you are not carried away 

         with the error of the lawless and lose your own stability.”
It warns Christians to be extremely cautious if they are going to read Paul! It was an effective way to smear his reputation. 
Perhaps the people who held and promoted the second idea held it in good faith. But that does not make it accurate history. It has misled the Church for all these centuries. 
Mark’s Gospel, thought to be the oldest, uses the word Apostle twice. Matthew uses it once, and Luke uses the word six times. John’s Gospel does not use the word Apostle at all. The word also appears in a few epistles. The book of the Acts of the Apostles uses it more than all the other books combined. In comparison, there are over thirty references to the Twelve (disciples) in Christian writings. A disciple is a man or woman who is a follower and learner. All Christians are disciples. Dorcas/Tabitha is a disciple.      
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
5. Ecumenical notes about Eastern Orthodox, Lutheran, 
    and Roman Catholic and independent Catholic 
    approaches to these two saints 

Eastern Orthodox Churches

Through the centuries the Churches which became the Eastern Orthodox have been the most faithful in honoring Saints Junia and Andronicus, biblical Apostles. Junia has always been accepted by the Orthodox as a woman, and called an Apostle, and Andronicus has been recognized as a man Apostle, considered one of the Seventy, and often showed vested as a bishop. Their day is May 17th, since their canonization over 1400 years ago by the patriarch in Constantinople. 

ELCA

An internationally respected (Lutheran) scholar of biblical manuscripts, Dr. Eldon J. Epp, is the author of one of the books listed in the next section, which has been well received. 

A 4 page leaflet entitled “Lutherans can reclaim and celebrate the biblical Apostle Saints Junia and Andronicus on May 17th” is available from K. Piccard.  

Roman Catholic

Both Ss. Junia and Andronicus appear on the calendars of many or all of the Eastern Catholic Churches, where their day is observed annually in monastic communities, and roughly once every seven years in parishes, so their sanctity is accepted. However it is minimized. Technically it is accurate to say that the Roman Catholic Church recognizes these two biblical people, a man and a woman as saints, but in the Latin Rite Church, to which 98% of Roman Catholics belong, the feast—like the feasts of the vast majority of the thousands of saints who are listed on the books—is not ordinarily observed.   

Independent Catholics

Several independent Catholic denominations have accepted St. Junia as an Apostle, and have named Churches after her. See the list of Churches below.   

Other Protestants

Not very many Protestant Churches are named after saints, but Protestants are learning about Junia and Andronicus more often as they are reading Bibles with better translations. See the list of Churches, below. 

_______________________________________________________________________

6. The Churches named after Ss. Junia & Andronicus,  

    Apostles, as of 2012 
	   0

  0
	In the Middle and Late Byzantine periods there was at least one Church in Constantinople named after them. It no longer exists. I have found records of it before but not after the Latin crusaders sacked Constantinople. 

There are no Episcopal Churches or chapels named after these saints, to the best of my knowledge, as of 2012. There are a number of Episcopal Churches named Holy Apostles. If any Episcopal Church or chapel is named after them, tell me! 

	2005
	In Anaheim, CA, St. Junia’s House was established in April, 2005. It is both a small retreat house and a small congregation meeting in St. Junia’s Chapel, now in the Ecumenical Catholic Communion, an independent or Old Catholic Church. It is served by a resident priest, the Rev. Martha Junia Rogers.

	2007
	In Canada, in Toronto’s Parkdale neighborhood the local Mennonites have a Christian community in a three-storey house, named Junia House in honor of Junia the Apostle of Romans 16:7. After a lengthy gestation it opened in the fall of 2005 and settled on its name about a year and a half later, in 2007. Five adults live there now with four preschool children, with an associated family nearby. It also has an association with some nearby Catholic Worker houses, and a child care cooperative. Junia House is a New Monastic community. The adults are each involved in various ministries and/or studies. 

	2011
	St. Junia the Apostle Chapel. 36 Telford Ave in Dayton (Oakwood), Ohio, in the home of and pastored by the resident bishop, the Rev. Dr. Laura M. Grimes, of the Sophia Catholic Communion, which is one of the small, independent Catholic Churches. 


The following notice ran in A Newsletter of miscellaneous information about Ss Junia & Andronicus the Apostles…issue 4, Feb. 18, 2009:

Which diocese will be the first? 

Which diocese in the Episcopal Church will be the first to have a congregation choose to name itself after St. Junia the Apostle, St. Andronicus the Apostle, or after both of these saints? Will it be a Church with a prison ministry, since the saints were imprisoned with St. Paul? Will it be a parish or mission congregation in a prison? Or will it be a parish emphasizing women and men working together in mission? There are already at least 28 Episcopal Churches named Holy Apostles Episcopal Church or Episcopal Church of the Apostles! Will one of these Churches decide to name a chapel after these saints before a parish or mission congregation chooses to name itself after one or both of these saints? Or will a perfectly ordinary congregation choose the name first, for the parish or mission, or for a chapel? God only knows. It may not happen for years. 

But it is something any parish can choose to do. Similarly any Church can choose to have an icon or a stained glass window, or a mosaic made picturing one or both of these saints. It would not be expensive to get a reproduction of an icon of the saints from www.osh.org           

                                       [image: image1.jpg]
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7. A list of books for adults related to Ss. Junia &  

    Andronicus
Eldon J. Epp, Junia: the First Woman Apostle. Minneapolis, MN: Fortress, 2005.
A four-page history of Bible translations and commentaries can be found online at

http://www.womenpriests.org/classic/brooten.asp  This is by Bernadette Brooten. 
Rena Pederson’s book, The Lost Apostle: Searching for the Truth About Junia. San Francisco: Josey-Bass, 2006, is now available in paperback as well as in hardcover. She is a journalist, not a scholar, and although she has made some minor mistakes her book is easy to read and engaging. She includes questions for group discussion.  

Kathryn Piccard, The Biblical Apostles Junia and Andronicus: Introducing the History of Their Veneration as Saints. 2009. Publication temporarily suspended, will resume late in 2012; look here online for details. 
A children’s coloring book about the saints is in production. 

8. Why there are not any Episcopal Churches yet named 
    after Saints Junia and/or Andronicus, Apostles
Because the Episcopal Church is not as fast moving and up to date as some of the small independent Catholic and Protestant Churches! 

The vast majority of Episcopalians have never even heard of these two saints, so they could not consider them as choices when choosing a new name for their Church. Also, there are not very many new Episcopal Churches being opened these days. It will only be in 2013 that they will be on the Episcopal calendar Church-wide for trial use for the first time in May. Also, a great many new names were added to the calendar for trial use in 2010. With all these factors these Apostles are likely to get lost in the crowd—except for the fact that they are biblical Apostles. That may help them stand out a little. 

On the other hand, many Episcopalians get very interested, even excited, when they learn that the Bible clearly and explicitly calls these two “notable Apostles.” Gradually more people are having their daughters baptized with the name Junia as a middle or first name. 
________________________________________________________________________
9. Some ways to use this guide for parish programs  

Do you want to do a single session, or a series of sessions? How long will each be? How many people? Would you like to coordinate with another parish for book buying and sharing? 

Book Discussion Group

A. Go online and read the four page history of Bible commentaries and translations of Romans 16:7. See section 7, above. B. Unless everybody has a copy of this parish study guide, explain how to read it online at home or at the public library, as background. 

C. The group could look over the booklist in section 7, above, and decide either on one book everybody would try to read, or that different people would try to read different books in the next month. Some copies might be in the parish library, and some in the public library, which could be checked in advance, and some the library could order on loan. D. When the group meets again, bring the books if you can, and bring questions, and notes on what was exciting, and what was troubling, and what was hard to believe. Are there conclusions everyone can agree upon? How about a minority report? 

Bible Study  a “complete” concordance, a magnifying glass; & a Bible for each person
A. Learning some things about Apostles.

1. How many times would you guess the phrase “Twelve Apostles” is used in the Bible? 

2. Using a good (complete) concordance, look the answer up. Teach how to use a concordance. Have a magnifying glass handy. 

3. How many times does each evangelist use the word Apostle? How many times is it used in Acts? 

B. How are Junia and Andronicus presented in the Bible?  

1. Have a good concordance and a Bible for each group. 

2. Divide into several groups, and have each group examine Romans 16:7 plus other passages from authentic Pauline epistles (1 and 2 Corinthians, Romans, Galatians, Philippians, and/or 1 Thessalonians) to identify passages where Paul refers to Apostles in ways which could include women in groups of two or more Apostles, to decide what other information can or may be concluded about Junia and/or Andronicus, citing the relevant passage.   

2. Each group should draft a report about what it has discovered to share with everybody. 

C. You will need a Bible for each person, and a BCP for the Psalm group. Do this after you have learned something about her life. The readings for their feast day are listed in section 8, above. 

1. Divide into four groups, and assign each group the psalm or one of the three lessons assigned for their feast day. 

2. Each group should write how their passage relates to their life. 

3. Then share that with each other, to see if or how the lessons relate to each other in addition. 

4. If you do the hymn sing the same day, you might consider which hymns go best with the readings, or if other hymns would go better.  
Hymn Sing

Use section 3 and have a Ss. Junia & Andronicus Hymn Sing. Which hymns do you 
like, and why? Which do you dislike, and why? Words? Music? How the words and music fit together?   

Art

Are either or both Ss. Junia and Andronicus pictured at your Church? Walk around together and look. Is there an icon or banner? Would you like to make art together, picturing them? Should everybody make their own image, maybe even each the same size? Or should everybody contribute to one larger image?  

Inspiration, mission, ministries 

Do you see ways that either or both of these saints inspire you or your parish to behave differently?  

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
