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Introduction

July 22 has been a major, or red letter, feast day in the Episcopal Church celebrating Saint Mary Magdalene since our current Book of Common Prayer was approved in 1979. You can see her name on the BCP calendar on page 25, where it is in bold typeface to show that it is a major holy day. You can find the collect (prayer) for her day on pages 191 (Rite I) and 242 (Rite II), and the readings listed on pages 923 and 998. She is named in all four gospels. Episcopal churches are named after her in 14 of our 109 dioceses. This introductory study guide includes things which may interest different people.  
This parish study guide is © 2012 by Kathryn Piccard. It may be copied for free use in Episcopal churches if it is copied with this © notice and if, and only if, it is unchanged, and if anyone who requests a large print copy, such as 18 font, has one printed for them in that size. If you use this guide in your parish, please ask for an evaluation form from: kapiccard [@] comcast.net so it can be improved. Thank you. The biography is adapted from the one in Holy Women, Holy Men, and used by permission. The icon is in the public domain; http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Maria_Magdalene_icon.jpg  9/8/12. She holds a jar of myrrh on Easter morning. 
1. A short biography of St. Mary Magdalene, 

    Disciple, Easter witness, (and Apostle?) 
Mary came from Magdala near Capernaum. Luke’s gospel says that Jesus “went on through cities and villages, preaching and teaching the good news of the royal realm of God. And the Twelve were with him, and also some women who had been healed of evil spirits and infirmities: Mary, called Magdalene, from whom seven demons had gone out…and many others, who provided for them out of their resources.” Mary Magdalene’s life was radically changed by Jesus’ healing. The gospels also say that Mary was one of those who stood near his cross at Calvary, when—except John—all the men disciples had deserted Jesus. 

All four gospels name Mary as one of the faithful women who went mourning to the tomb to care for Jesus’ body. In Eastern Orthodox tradition, Mary is honored as one of the Myrrh-Bearing Women, called Equal to the Apostles. Her weeping for the loss of Jesus strikes a common chord with our grief over the death of loved ones, just as Jesus wept at the death of Lazarus. Jesus’ tender response to her grief—revealing himself to her in the garden by calling her name—makes her the first witness to the resurrection. He commissions her: “Go to my brothers and sisters and say to them, I am ascending to my Father and your Father, to my God and your God.” Then as the first messenger of the resurrection, she began to fulfill her responsibilities as an Apostle by telling the other disciples, “I have seen the Lord” (John 20:17-18). Her ministry of service, companionship, and evangelical witness to the crucifixion and resurrection, has long been an example of the faithful ministries of women to Christ. Acts 1:13-14 and 2:1-4 suggest that she was among those present Pentecost morning. 
Unlike St. Junia, St. Mary is not explicitly called an apostle in the Bible, but she met the qualifications which Paul described. She is listed as an apostle in the calendar of the Evangelical Lutheran Church of America. She also has an apostolic role and is mentioned in a dozen of the extra-canonical sources, which paint a fairly consistent picture of her leadership in this lifelong evangelical ministry.
   
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________            

2. A list of the Bible verses which name St. Mary Magdalene

                (((  ((  
If you have a Bible study group, either to study these passages about Mary Magdalene, or to study passages about Apostles, you might want to have a good concordance, and a magnifying glass. Be sure to provide large print (18 point) for whoever needs it. You can use a concordance to see how many times the phrase Twelve Apostles occurs in the Bible. What number of times would you guess? (To see some of the other people who are called Apostles in the Bible, besides the Twelve, see Acts 14:4-14. Romans 16:7 names two Apostle saints whose feast has been approved for trial use Church-wide starting May 15, 2013.) This list should get you started: Matthew 27:56, 61; 28:1; Mark 15:40, 47; 16:1, 9, 11; Luke 8:1-3; 24:10; John 19:25, 20:11-18. To read about Mary Magdalene you will need to read other passages about the disciples who traveled with Jesus, since she was one of them, and maybe passages which mention Apostles (plural). 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3. The Episcopal Churches named after Saint Mary 
    Magdalene, as of 2012  

	Prov.     .
	#

	Diocese
.           .
	Church name,          town,       and                   state/country/                

                                                                                   website             

	III
	1
	Washington, DC
	St. Mary Magdalene, 3820 Aspen Hill Road,

Wheaton, MD 20906
http://www.stmarymagdalene-md.org/ 

	IV
	2
	Atlanta
	St. Mary Magdalene, 4244 St. Mary’s Rd., Columbus, GA 31907 https://stmarymagdalene.episcopalatlanta.org/Content/St_Mary_Magdaline.asp 

	IV
	3
	Georgia
	St. Mary Magdalene Church, 321 West 7th Street Louisville, GA 30434 Mission http://stmarymagdalenelouisville.georgiaepiscopal.org/

	IV
	4
	North Carolina
	St. Mary Magdalene,1143 Seven Lakes North, West End, NC 27376-9757,   910.673.3838 

	IV
	5
	S E Florida
	St. Mary Magdalene Epsc. Ch., 1400 Riverside Drive, Coral Springs, FL 33071 http://www.stmandm.org/#   954-753-1400

	IV
	6 
	S W Florida
	St. Mary Magdalene, 11315 Palmbrush Trail, Bradenton, FL 34202-2938 http://stmarymagdalenes.dioswfl.org/  

	IV
	7
	Tennessee
	St. Mary Magdalene Ch., 106 E. Washington, Fayetteville, TN 37334 http://www.vallnet.com/smm/ 

	V
	8
	Southern Ohio
	St. Mary Magdalene’s, 172 E. US 22/3 Mail: PO Box 352  Maineville, OH 45039 http://marymag.org/ 

	VI
	9…
	Colorado
	St. Mary Magdalene Episcopal Church, 4775 Cambridge Street Boulder, CO 80301, http://www.stmarymagdalene.org/ 

	VII
	10
	West Missouri
	St. Mary Magdalene, 16808 Holmes Rd., (St. rte. D) 

Loch Lloyd, MO 64012 http://www.marymag.com/ 

	VIII
	11
	Alaska
	St. Mary Magdalene Mission, Big Lake, AK 99652 

(907) 355-1438

	VIII
	12
	Los Angeles
	Iglesia de la Magdalena, 1011 South Verdugo Rd., Glendale, CA 91205 email=???  818-243-8670 
http://www.lamagdalenachurch.org/ 

	IX
	13
	Columbia
	Barrio Camilo Torres, Mision Santa Maria Magdalena, Cartagena, Bolivar, Columbia 

	IX
	14
	Puerto Rico 
	Misión María Magdalena, Ave. Boulevard Esq.Paseo Conde, P.O. Box 50497, Levittown, PR 00949 email: martitole@hotmail.com  

	


	ELCAA MN
	    MN
	St. Mary Magdalene’s Lutheran Church; 
Evangelical Lutheran Ch. in America, Savage, MN 55378 http://smmlc.weebly.com/  


This is the collect for her feast day from the Book of Common Prayer: 
II.  Almighty God, whose blessed Son restored Mary Magdalene to health of body and mind, and called her to be a witness of his resurrection: Mercifully grant that by your grace we may be healed from all our infirmities and know you in the power of his unending life; who with you and the Holy Spirit lives and reigns, One God, now and for 
ever. Amen. 
The BCP says on p. 17 that St. Mary Magdalene’s Day, July 22nd, is a major feast. It can be observed on any open day of the week in which it falls. Page 16 says that “With the express permission of the bishop, and for urgent and sufficient reason, some other special occasion may be observed on a Sunday.” The dedication feast of a congregation—the saint it is named after—is one of the best reasons to make such a request of your bishop. It will happen next in 2018.  

Out of the 14 congregations of the Episcopal Church named after St. Mary Magdalene, three are Spanish-speaking. Anybody who might translate parts of this guide into Spanish is asked to contact kapiccard @ comcast.net, to avoid duplication.    
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

4. Why there are relatively few Episcopal churches named 
    after St. Mary Magdalene 

There were about 6,800 Episcopal parish churches, mission congregations, school chapels, etc., in 2010, and as of 2012 only 14 churches are named after St. Mary Magdalene. No diocese listed on the database of the Episcopal Church has more than one church with this name, and most of the 109 listed dioceses have no churches with this name. About 25 additional parishes are named after the “Holy Apostles.” She may have been one. 
We could say that churches named after St. Paul, the Twelve Apostles, the four Evangelists, and the Blessed virgin Mary, for example, are a dime a dozen. But when it comes to churches named after St. Mary Magdalene, we don’t need to have great numbers, great quantities, because we have great quality! ☺ Please let me know of any additional Episcopal churches which have chapels dedicated under the name of St. Mary Magdalene, or dedicated as “The Chapel of Holy Women Apostles,” so these guides can be updated. I have a couple ideas about why it is that so few Episcopal churches are named after her. 

1. The first reason has to do with the prayer book calendar. Her name was not on the BCP calendar until 1979. At the Reformation the Church of England removed 99% of the names of saints from its calendar, including her name. Parish churches retained their dedications to quite a variety of saints, including St. Mary Magdalene. Although Mary’s role in the Bible is memorable, by removing her from the calendar it appears that she was not good enough. She was in good company! We did not put her feast on our calendar until our 1979 BCP, when we also added the Blessed virgin Mary, St. Joseph, and others. 

2. The second reason is that her reputation had long been tainted. A variety of factors contributed to the conflation of Mary Magdalene with other biblical women, leading to her being regarded in the West as an adulterous prostitute. The authoritative clincher came on September 14, 591 when Pope Gregory the Great preached a sermon with these claims. This idea was combined with a social prejudice which treated adulterous prostitution as the worst sin a woman could commit, and which would leave a permanent stain on her reputation and character—though apparently not on the reputation of her customers… The Western Church decided that Mary Magdalene was an adulterous prostitute who repented, and had been forgiven by Jesus! Well, we have each been forgiven by Jesus! It has only been in recent decades that the word has gotten out more widely among many Episcopalians and other people that there is no reason to think that Mary Magdalene had ever committed any sexual misconduct of any sort. This is not a condemnation of those whose sex lives are, or appear, to be irregular. As Matthew 21:31 records, Jesus told some of the respectable religious leaders that some prostitutes and sinners would get into heaven before those religious leaders would! 

So, if we are going to pay attention to what the Bible says about Saint Mary Magdalene, she cannot be a model of unusual repentance any longer, because she didn’t have anything unusual to repent for! But she can be a model of generosity and leadership.      

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
5. Hymns which name her, & other hymns about her, some        .   of which call her an Apostle!  

                            ♪(♫♬(♫  ((
The best hymns for observing St. Mary Magdalene’s Day, July 22, recognize and mention her standing as an Apostle. The numbers of the hymns which call her an Apostle are bolded.  

Episcopal
Hymnals Short Title      
Hymn Number  

Comment

Voices Found

13 



“Apostle of the Word of Resurrection grace…”
                                    45



“…Mary went, by Christ the first apostle sent.”



21, 26, 47, and 48.

mentions MM

                                    50



women at tomb

Hymnal 1982
 
231/2(sing MM stanza),

mentions MM

190, 183, 673                          mentions MM



193, 203

 
Apostle hymns which could apply to MM
LEVAS II

40 



Easter, names her

  

Hymnals-short titles            __Hymn _No.    __________Comment_________________
W L & P

         816              Christ is Risen
(Episcopal hymnal supp.)

The St. Helena Breviary     p. 311-2           “Out of the night where hope had died…as first Apostle”
(personal edition, Epsc. convent) p. 312              “Most loving God…with the Apostles holds a place.” 
Non-Episcopal hymnals:
Circles of Praise

     25        mentions her in stanza 2, Easter

Sing Praise for Faithful Women   14     “Mysterious Mary Mag.” about her, (calls her a
From Scripture and Throughout                                               leader in the early Church…)
History: A Collection of Hymns 
 

You might decide to have a Saint Mary Magdalene Hymn Sing, with your music 
director, and possibly your choir. This could be fun, educational, and informative. It might also help your music director and priest decide how to prioritize which of these hymns to use in your parish during Eastertide, and for the feast of St. Mary Magdalene, on or around July 22nd. 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
6. What have people meant when they called Mary                .   Magdalene an Apostle of the Apostles? 
I think it is like an honorary degree, and that different people had different motives for 

using the title. Mary Magdalene has been called an Apostle of the Apostles from the 

earliest centuries of the Church, certainly by the third century. Apparently she was given this title, especially in the West, because it was widely recognized that what she did Easter morning—namely, see the Risen Christ, receive a commission from Christ to tell others what she had seen, and then immediately begin to fulfill the commission—was essential to what apostles did…except that by the time and in the places she was given this unofficial title, it was probably believed either that women had never been apostles, and/or that they never should have acted like apostles. It always seemed to me that she should have been called Apostle to the other Apostles if she really had been an apostle, and the fact that other was omitted showed that she was only considered an apostle metaphorically. (But now that I understand the two concepts of apostles, I would rather call her the Apostle to the Eleven! or even, Apostle to the Eleven and the Apostles!)
Two groups of people might have been happy to use this title of Apostle of the Apostles: those who wanted to give her some recognition but did not know she had been an apostle, and those who did not want her to get any official recognition as an apostle (whether or not they knew or suspected that she had actually been one) but were grudgingly willing to allow this much. This was during a period when apostles were being seen as more and more important, in a hierarchical way. By the time this unofficial title was given to her, the apostles were seen as higher than bishops, who were the highest clergy of all, and clergy were regarded as higher than lay people. It was apparently not considered fitting for women to be in the hierarchy, let alone higher than the hierarchy! 

Another possibility, either in addition to that, or instead of that, is that what Mary Magdalene in her ministry as an apostle had come to represent was something that another group of Christians disagreed with. Perhaps this was due to the theological emphasis of her preaching, or to some pastoral emphasis of her ministry, or maybe simply because as a woman in a major position of Church leadership she inherently represented a threat to some Christians and their world-view (their theology) about the proper roles for women and men. Maybe they wanted to discredit her and her views, so they tried to discredit her standing as an apostle, which Christ had bestowed upon her. This could have happened during her lifetime, or after her death, or both. 

Was anybody remembering what Jesus had to say about his followers not lording it over each other, or over others? See Matthew 20:25b-28, Mark 10:42-45 and Luke 22:25-27, which quote Jesus telling his disciples not to exercise power-over, but to serve others; not to make the weight of their authority felt. In those days coercive power was closely linked with authority in people’s minds. That still happens today.   

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

7. What was an apostle in the early church and in the Bible? 

In order to explore whether or not St. Mary Magdalene was an apostle, it makes sense to ask what an apostle was in the Bible, who they all were, what they did, and how we know. The effort to better understand apostles began in earnest 150 years ago when biblical scholars recognized inconsistencies in the biblical presentation of apostles. At first they limited themselves to studying the Bible. They could not tell how many apostles there were, or what their names all were, as surprising as that may sound. They found the four lists of the Twelve, of course, but even those only agreed with each other 75%. There was no formal biblical description of what apostles did (the job description). Apart from the lists of the Twelve, at least six other people were named as apostles in the Bible, including one woman, Junia. Paul was the last one called to be an apostle (1 Cor. 15). Other people who are named, such as St. Mary Magdalene, may well have been apostles, as well as others who are not named. 

There was a supposed list of requirements, but it did not apply to all those called apostles. All the apostles lived and died in the first century, and were all active as apostles in the middle third of the first century, though some may have lived into the last third of the first century. Scholars found that despite the Eastern Orthodox belief that Luke 10:1-20 described a group of seventy lesser apostles, there was no biblical justification whatsoever for interpreting those seventy disciples as apostles. 

To understand this next part of the parish study guide most readers today will have to 
make a paradigm shift. That is, you will have to think about this in a surprising and different way, because the Twelve and the Apostles were apparently not the same people, except for Peter, who seems to have been in both groups. That may have contributed to later confusion. Today a growing number of people believe that there are two different Christian ideas reflected in the Bible of what an apostle was.
 But that is irrelevant to determining whether or not Mary Magdalene was an apostle. However, you may find the biblical and the extra-canonical material less confusing if you understand this theory of two different ideas. 

I strongly suspect that all the actual (Christian) apostles shared an understanding of who the apostles were, what the ministry of an apostle was like (the job description, what they did), and how a person became an apostle (a personal commission from the Risen Christ, whether received alone or in a group setting).  

The first concept of what an Apostle was and who they were existed in the earliest days of the Church, before Paul was converted. When he was called by Jesus to be an Apostle he accepted it as a given, a task and ministry the Risen Christ had called others to fulfill, and now called him to fulfill, and he spent the rest of his life doing that. 
	The first concept: The apostles had all seen the Risen Christ, and had been commissioned by Christ to a lifelong ministry of proclamation of Good News about the reign of God and the resurrection of Jesus and its implications. They were to go to the whole world with their message—not just to other Jews—and to convert and baptize in new territories where the Church did not yet exist. The major ideas that Paul’s writings show are that apostles preached/evangelized, they established, shaped and cared pastorally for the Church community, and they were responsible to and for the wider Church.
 Romans 16:7 shows Paul’s knowledge that both women and men were apostles. Doing this work involved teaching, celebrating the Eucharist, baptizing at least occasionally, some travel from time to time, sometimes public speaking, and so on. 


That could be called the job description. It was scattered through his epistles, and possibly there were other elements. Also, Peter concentrated his ministry on the other Jews while Paul understood that Christ had called him as an apostle to concentrate his mission on the Gentiles, the non-Jews. His understanding of what it meant to be an apostle is reflected in the epistles he wrote, namely 1 and 2 Corinthians, Romans, Galatians, Philippians, and 1 Thessalonians. 
	The second concept, that the Twelve were the original and only Apostles, may well not have developed until after all of the Twelve and all the apostles had died. In it the Twelve Apostles were chosen by Jesus, commissioned after Easter, and sent out, yet still largely based in Jerusalem as authoritative arbiters of the Church’s developing mission.  



This second concept was present in the final third of the first century, at least in some places, and the idea spread as the second century progressed. By then it was enshrined in the first chapter of Acts. (Paul shows no familiarity with this idea, probably because nobody had thought it up yet when he was still alive.) Some of this concept appears in Acts 1:21-22. But it should be remembered that Acts was written decades after the events it describes, maybe even early in the second century. The idea of the Twelve being apostles might have entered the tradition when the writers or editors were revising or editing older material, getting it into its final form. This would not necessarily have involved deliberate deception, and may well have been what the editors thought constituted making accurate clarification or corrections of what must have occurred. 

Acts 1:21-22 says candidates to replace Judas as the twelfth apostle should (each) be: 

         “…one of the men who was of our company while the Lord Jesus moved 

         among us, from the baptism of John until the day he was taken up from us, 

         should be named as witness with us to his resurrection.”

So according to this it apparently had to be 

1) a man, 
2) who had been a long-term disciple of Jesus, since John’s baptism,  

3) who stuck around after the crucifixion and witnessed the resurrection and ascension…

and 

4) the person had to win the right lot, when lots were cast, “allowing” the hand of God to 

    have a role in the selection, since Jesus was not present to commission this person.

I say apparently because the way this author used Greek, maybe it did not need to be a man.
 As to what Apostles did, in this view, the job description: this is only explained minimally—they were to be witnesses to Christ’s resurrection, consistent with Acts 1:8, which presents an expanding geographical mission plan for this task: 

         “You are to be my witnesses in Jerusalem, 

         throughout Judea and Samaria, 

         yes, even to the ends of the earth.”  

Yet as far as Acts records, Peter and John did witness to and convert people in Jerusalem, and once Paul got started, he went many places in the eastern Mediterranean—well beyond Jerusalem, Judea and Samaria—proclaiming the Gospel, as did Peter, who seems to have been both an apostle and one of the Twelve. But the others of the Twelve, except perhaps Thomas, do not seem to have gone far afield. 
By the time that Acts 1 was written, decades after Paul’s death, gnosticism had become more of an area of disagreement in the church. Some of Paul’s writings were being read in a gnostic way, making Paul look spiritually dangerous to those who rejected gnosticism. Furthermore, after Paul’s death but prior to Luke’s time, several ideas had arisen; first, that the Twelve were apostles. This may have arisen partly because at least one person, Peter, was apparently both among the Twelve and among the apostles. It may also have arisen partly out of regard for the actual apostles, extending their title to the Twelve as a way to praise them, like giving an honorary degree. But, also, by Luke’s time the idea of apostles had changed further, so that, the second idea developed: except for Matthias replacing Judas, the Twelve were then considered the original and only apostles! This second concept of apostles, that the Twelve and the apostles were the exact same people, may have had several different purposes. 
However, regardless of its purposes, it was quickly being used, or made to function, to discredit Paul—and to discredit women apostles! So because Paul was clearly not one of the Twelve, his claim to be an apostle was suspect to these later writers. If doubt could be cast on Paul’s claim to be an apostle, or if his apostleship could be discredited, that might reduce his “danger” to naïve believers, who might be misled by Christian-gnostic interpretations of his writings. And it could also, of course, discredit his approval of Junia (a woman!) as an apostle! Or so Luke and others apparently thought.  
The efforts to discredit Paul as an apostle included 

a) associating the word apostle/s with the Twelve (although the exact words “Twelve  

    apostles” only appear twice in the Bible); 

b) avoiding the use of the word apostle to refer to Paul (except in Acts 14:4, 14); 

c) by increasing the drama of Paul’s conversion, which is done by repeating the account 

    of it (which is told four times in Acts, but only mentioned very briefly twice by Paul, 

    in two different epistles), emphasizing Paul’s anti-Christian behavior prior to his 

    conversion (making it appear much worse than what he himself said about it), even 

    including impossible things;
 

d) listing the requirements for an apostle in Acts 1:21-22 so that not only does Paul not 

    qualify, but his relative Junia, a notable apostle he commends in Romans 16:7, does 

    not qualify either since she is a woman, making Paul look ignorant of the 

    qualifications, and Andronicus, equally commended with her, may not qualify either, 

    as not having been named as among the group of disciples prior to the ascension;  

e)  Acts never quotes Paul’s writings, and apparently its author did not want to familiarize 

     himself with them, maybe for fear of contamination; and 

f)  in 2 Peter 3:14-18 readers are warned against Paul’s writings, lest they be led astray!  

At the end of Luke’s Gospel he had Jesus ascending on Easter evening, less than 20 hours after the resurrection, but in writing Acts 1, Luke has him ascend 40 days after Easter—could that be because Luke wrote or revised Acts (or at least much of Acts 1) enough time after writing his Gospel that he believed he needed to get all the Acts 1 material added, to bolster his anti-Paul effort? All these things are a lot of effort to discredit Paul, who, of course, being already dead, could not defend himself against false and inaccurate claims and descriptions. Despite the title added to the book late in the second century, The Acts of the Apostles, Acts does not mention any of the women apostles, at least not as apostles.
 

Maybe one of the other things Luke and others did not like about Paul was that Paul was accepting—even affirming—of a woman apostle (Junia), and his affirmation of Junia helped to validate all the other women apostles, including Mary Magdalene. Paul also affirmed other women as church leaders. That may have increased the motivation to discredit Paul by those so inclined. Maybe they even managed to suppress one or more of Paul’s other epistles because they did not like his affirmation of women leaders in those epistles, now lost to history…we can only wonder.   

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

8. The extra-canonical early Christian writings related to        .   Mary Magdalene 

It is interesting that Church historians and historical theologians call some early Christian writings as traditional or patristic (written by early Church “fathers,”), subtly suggesting their approval of them, and other writings as extra-canonical, subtly suggesting their suspicion of them. Actually, all the non-biblical writings can accurately be described as extra-canonical, and as “early Christian writings,” etc. Some early Christians thought that some of the writings which did not become canonical were just as authoritative and inspired as those which later did become canonical. Maybe they were right. 

We are apt to be less trusting of early Christian writings outside the Bible, especially when they are described as “extra-canonical” or “Christian-gnostic” or Christian apocryphal. Yet when we stop to think about it, there is solid precedent for the Church using some of the extra-canonical material to tell us about the early Church and about some of the biblical saints. This is because some of this material is consistent with the Bible, seems perfectly reasonable, does not address matters central to the faith, and on some topics there have been no other sources of information. For instance, the Bible does not tell us about the deaths of St. Peter or St. Paul. That information is from extra-canonical sources, and it is widely accepted as quite likely to be true. The biographical entry on Saints Peter and Paul in Holy Women, Holy Men, p. 446, speaks of “the tradition of the Church,” and later quotes Clement of Rome, without calling either source extra-canonical. On the other hand, the Protoevangelium of James describes the parents of Mary, and Mary’s conception, birth, and childhood. It has far fetched features, so it has been some time since it was accepted as historic. 

The meanings of some terms

Canonical: The canonical books of the Bible are the ones which are in the Bible, listed in their 
agreed upon order. This is not the order in which they were written.  
Non-canonical: in reference to early Christian literature, the non-canonical books are those which were not voted to be part of the canon/Bible, for various reasons.   
Apocryphal: in reference to early Christian literature, this term, derived from a word meaning secret or hidden, is often used interchangeably with non-canonical. The terms “New Testament Apocrypha” or “Christian Apocrypha,” are used to avoid confusion with the Jewish Apocryphal books, some of which are considered biblical books by some Churches, including the Episcopal Church. 

Pseudonymous: with a false name given for authorship. Some of the biblical epistles are considered pseudonymous, as are other works.  

The terms extra-canonical, apocryphal, traditional and non-canonical all stand in contrast to the canonical books, those in the Bible. It means outside the canon (of Scripture). 
Scholarly research on ancient scrolls, some of it related to Mary Magdalene
In the last 150 years scholars have been studying what it meant to be an apostle, starting with the Bible. They recognized inconsistent aspects of how the word apostle was used. Were there only Twelve apostles, or were there more? Or fewer? Paul thought he was an apostle, but he wasn’t one of the Twelve. Barnabas, was called an apostle. Were there others? Until rather recently, most of the extra-canonical works were unknown, although others were known by title, or by a few quotations in the writings of people who referred to them. There are around a hundred or more partial or complete texts which have been found, (at the Dead Sea, St. Catharine’s monastery at Mount Sinai, Nag Hammadi, and elsewhere), and fragments. They have been found in caves, monasteries, and jars buried in the desert, and are still being translated and studied. Some of them have been found complete, and others only in partial form. 
Like the Christian Covenant Scriptural books, they are in several genres of literature. Much of the material is considered gnostic-Christian. Some of the books are downright weird, others sound quite similar or close to biblical material, and others are somewhere in between, or are just different. So some of the material seems to come from, or from close to, mainstream Christianity, insofar as there was such a thing as mainstream Christianity when they were written. In the last fifty years or so scholars have been studying the extra-canonical literature since so much more of it has been found, examined, preserved, translated, and become available. While most of the extra-canonical writings have nothing at all to do with Mary Magdalene, at least a dozen of the texts are directly related to Mary Magdalene. A portion of the non-biblical literature sheds more light on the apostles, and this overlaps with the portion of the material which sheds more light on Mary Magdalene. 

For instance, in the apocryphal Gospel of Mary and the Gospel of Thomas and Gospel of Philip, Peter is presented as jealous of Jesus’ favoritism for Mary Magdalene. It is clear that historically she was a strong and important leader in the early Church, as he was, too, and that some people carried on her ministry after her, and maybe her approach in teaching, preaching, pastoral care, etc. 
Among the modern books listed below in section 11 which explore this subject, numbers 2 , 3 and 6 are easier to read, while numbers 1, 5, 8 and 9 are among those which are more scholarly and harder to read, especially for those who do not have a background in the historical critical method of Bible study.   
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
9. Was Mary Magdalene an actual Apostle? 

What do you think? This is not a question asking if she was one of the Twelve, because she was not one of the Twelve.
 The section below on ecumenism shows that Episcopalians have no problem being in full communion with the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, which categorizes St. Mary Magdalene as an apostle. We did not raise a peep of protest, for example, when they added that title to the listing for her feast day in 2006 in their calendar. Why should we? Maybe instead we should thank them for their good example of going ahead and saying publicly in a liturgical setting what so many scholars believe to be true historically. 

Five of the Nag Hamadi texts give a prominent role to Mary Magdalene. The Gospel of Thomas, the First Apocalypse of James, the Gospel of Philip, Sophia of Jesus Christ, and the Dialogue of the Savior. The following seven texts, which had all been discovered earlier, at least mention her: Gospel of Mary, Gospel of Peter, Acts of Philip, Pistis Sophia, the Psalms of Heracleides, Epistula Apostlorum, and the Apostolic Church Order.
 She is also in the Gospel of Judas, so she appears in over a dozen of the extra-canonical texts.  

A number of serious scholars studying the Bible and these dozen-plus extra-canonical texts think either that it is virtually certain, or at least that it is very highly likely, that Mary Magdalene was an apostle. In fact, some of them think that it is more likely that Saint Mary Magdalene was an apostle than that The Twelve were all apostles. That seems pretty surprising to most Christians. It seems to call for the kind of paradigm shift that section 7, above, suggested with its two biblical ideas of what an apostle was and who they were. 

An old Latin phrase, “lex orandi, lex credendi,” means that the law of worship/liturgy is the law of belief, can also be stated as “the way we pray or worship shapes our beliefs.” Of course, it is also true that our beliefs affect how we choose to worship. The fact that two hymns in Voices Found, one of the authorized Episcopal hymnal supplements, call St. Mary Magdalene an apostle means that we have grounds for saying that it is acceptable in the Episcopal Church to call St. Mary Magdalene an apostle, even though it is still quite rare to do so. See section 5, above, for details on hymns which call her an apostle, or which use apostle-related words for her.
 
Because we allow more leeway in selecting dedication (titles) for parishes and missions than we do in our liturgical texts, I imagine that any parish or mission which wanted to choose a name such as The Episcopal Church of St. Mary Magdalene the Apostle, or, St. Mary Magdalene, Apostle, Episcopal Church, would find such a name perfectly acceptable and accepted. Similarly, any other parish which wished to give such a dedication to a chapel is able to do so freely. It may be decades before any parish chooses to do that, but the choice is now clearly open to every parish. Or maybe some parish(es) have already done this. 
So, what do you think about the idea that St. Mary Magdalene was an apostle? What do you think of the idea that she could not possibly have been an apostle?
   
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________
10. Ecumenical notes about Eastern Orthodox, Lutheran,  

      Roman Catholic and independent Catholic approaches

A. How the Eastern Orthodox Churches treat St. Mary Magdalene

The Eastern Orthodox Christians, who count St. Mary Magdalene among the seven 
Myrrh-Bearing Women who went to the tomb Easter morning, (and who are celebrated 
on the Second Sunday of Easter), count her, and the other Myrrh-Bearers, among the thirty some saints considered Equal to the Apostles. Mary Magdalene is often pictured in icons with a flask of myrrh and/or a red Easter egg—but that’s another story. The Orthodox never bought into this confusion of three different women, so they know Christ healed her, and that she was a witness to the crucifixion and to the resurrection Easter morning, the quintessential Easter witness. 

If you have never heard Eastern Orthodox liturgical chant, you might be interested in a CD of Greek Orthodox nuns chanting the services for St. Mary Magdalene’s Day in Greek. IKO 101 “Service of St. Mary Magdalene” chanted in Greek by the 35 nun choir of the Holy Convent of the Annunciation, Ormylia, Greece. (In addition to chant, it includes bells, talanta, and simantra.) This is a large convent, a dependant of Simonopetra Monastery on Mount Athos, and it operates a health clinic and a scientific research center on iconography. Order from http://store.holycrossbookstore.com/  or elsewhere. There are also many inexpensive reproductions of icons of St. Mary Magdalene. For example, see www.skete.org and click on mounted icons, then on the saints. See M, including the Myrrh Bearing Women, and S216 for Mary herself, plus F10, F11, F120, & F 117. Or go to www.printeryhouse.org for cards or reproductions of “MM announces the Resurrection” (to the 11). 
B. How the Lutheran Churches treat St. Mary Magdalene

The Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, with which the Episcopal Church is in a formal relationship of full Communion, and the other Lutheran Churches which use Evangelical Lutheran Worship, 2006, will note that in the calendar she is listed on July 22 as “Apostle.” (In their prior book, the Lutheran Book of Worship, 1978, she was not designated as an Apostle.) Hymn 387 calls her the “first Apostle sent.” The same hymn has been authorized for use in the Episcopal Church (in Voices Found). 
C. How some Roman Catholics treat St. Mary Magdalene

There are Roman Catholic parishes across the country named after St. Mary Magdalene, 
but none formally recognize her as an apostle, and are not likely to do so. It was only in 1969 that the Roman Catholic Church stopped teaching that she was a penitent prostitute. A group of Roman Catholic feminists founded Future Church, and one of their first projects was publicizing alternate ways to celebrate St. Mary Magdalene’s Day. Go to http://www.futurechurch.org for ideas. They suggest starting to prepare six weeks in advance for larger groups. Their resources include material in several languages. 
D. How some independent Catholic Churches relate to St. Mary Magdalene 
Many of the small independent Catholic Churches ordain both women and men, and some of these Churches named in honor of Mary are pastored by men priests, and others are pastored by women. Some of these Churches call her an apostle, others do not.  
( Mary Magdalene Apostle Catholic Community meets at the Gethsemane Lutheran Church, 2696 Melbourne Drive, San Diego, CA 92123, and has over 125 members in its community, which first met in 2005. Their website is: http://www.mmacc.org/ . 

[info re founder http://www.womensordination.org/content/view/110/132/#Arizona ]

( In Pennsylvania one of these Churches, St. Mary Magdalene Community, founded in 2007, is served by a woman priest and gathers for Mass weekly in a Philadelphia suburb, and also once a month in Philadelphia. www.marymagdalenecommunity.org   
( In far northern California St. Mary Magdalene’s Retreat, with a small Chapel of St. Mary Magdalene, is outside the town of Yreka. The rector of the Community of Christ the Sower, the website has some ambiguities, but seems to be one of the independent Catholic Church.  http://www.stmarymagdalenes.org/index.htm  530.643.0858  vicar@stmarymagdalenes.org  
( The Old Catholic Community of St. Mary Magdalene the Apostle, 2906 N. State St., Jackson, MS, 39151, founded April, 2011, services began in August, 2011, maybe in Orthodox-Catholic Church in America. www.occms.org      
Now closed:  
( In the North American Old Catholic Church there was a congregation named St. Mary Magdalene the Apostle in New Port Richey, FL. It closed with the retirement of the pastor.  

( In the Catholic Apostolic Church in North America, St. Mary Magdalene Parish was in Orlando, FL. The pastor died in 2008, and the parish has closed. _________________________________________________________________________________________________________
11. Some ways to use this guide for parish programs  

Do you want to do a single session, or a series of sessions? How long will each be? How many people? Would you like to coordinate with another parish for book buying and sharing? 

Bible Study  a “complete” concordance, a magnifying glass; & a Bible for each person
A. Learning some things about apostles.

1. How many times would you guess the phrase “Twelve apostles” is used in the Bible? 

2. Using a good (complete) concordance, look the answer up. Teach how to use a concordance. Have a magnifying glass handy. 

3. How many times does each evangelist use the word apostle? How many times is it used in Acts? 

B. How is Mary Magdalene presented in the Bible? See section 2, above. 

1. Divide into five groups, one for each evangelist, and the fifth group to use the concordance to find other passages (to identify Gospel passages about women who travelled with Jesus, and passages where Paul refers to apostles in ways which could include women in groups of two or more apostles (1 and 2 Corinthians, Romans, Galatians, Philippians, and 1 Thessalonians). 

2. Each group should draft a report about what it has discovered to share with everybody. 

Hymn Sing

Use section 5 and have a Mary Magdalene Hymn Sing. Which hymns do you like, and why? Which do you dislike, and why? Words? Music? How the words fit the music?   

Book Discussion Group

A. If anybody in the parish has a copy of the Da Vinci Code, it might be interesting to bring it to the group, and look at the claims at the very beginning which are labeled as true, and see if any of them are even partly true. Then you might discuss any myths about her that you have heard about her, and how you feel about her. B. The group could look over the booklist in the parish study guide, and decide either on one book everybody would try to read, or that different people would try to read different books in the next month. Some copies might be in the parish library, and some in the public library, which could be checked in advance, and some the library could order on loan. C. Unless everybody has a copy of this parish study guide, explain how to read it online at home or at the library, as background. D. When the group meets again in four or six weeks, bring the books if you can, and bring questions, and notes on what was exciting, and what was troubling, and what was hard to believe. Are there conclusions everyone can agree upon? How about a minority report? 
Art

Is St. Mary Magdalene pictured at your Church? Walk around together and look. Is there a mosaic or a stained glass window of Easter morning? In embroidery on vestments? An icon of the Myrrh Bearers at the tomb? Would you like to make art together? Separately? 
Inspiration, mission, ministries 

Do you see ways that Mary Magdalene inspires you or your parish to behave differently?  

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
12. A list of books for adults, and one for children, 
      on the subject of St. Mary Magdalene

Every parish with a parish library which can afford to, may want to get some of these books. If you do not want to buy copies, ask your public library to get you a copy through inter-library loan for your own reading. The first book is excellent but is somewhat harder, and the next two are especially good for parish libraries with people reading in English at the 12th grade or college level. The booklist has 3 parts. 
Booklist part 1: books on Mary Magdalene herself, mostly scholarly books

1. Mary Magdalene, the First Apostle: the Struggle for Authority. 

By Ann Graham Brock 
Cambridge, MA: Harvard Theological Studies (51), Harvard Divinity School, 2003.  

An excellent scholarly book, this reviews apocryphal literature in examining how followers of Mary Magdalene and followers of Peter opposed each other and how this influenced both biblical and apocryphal literature. 

2. Mary Magdalene Understood. 

By Jane Schaberg with Melanie Johnson DeBaufre, 

NY: Continuum, 2006. 

This is based on Schaberg’s Resurrection of Mary Magdalene, listed below, but for a general readership. It is less focused on scholarly technicalities and references. This addresses who Mary was and why it matters. It does utilize both the biblical material and the extra-canonical material, and has questions for group discussions. Very useful.  

3. Peter, Paul, and Mary Magdalene: the followers of Jesus in history and legend. 

By Bart D. Ehrman. 

Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2006. 

Based on scholarly work, but written for a general readership. The author seems to assume that Christianity had a classical atonement theology from its foundation, rather than not until a millennium later. He minimizes the amount of biblical information available about Mary. Useful anyway. Many clear explanations. 
4. A book for children: 
Mary Magdalene’s Easter Story. Arch, 2005, 16 pages, paperback, ISBN: 0758607229, 

$ 2.37 @, Concordia. Recommended for ages 5 to 9. Should every child new to your parish get a copy at Easter? Take a look at it first. 

5. The Mary Magdalene Tradition: Witness and Counter-Witness in Early Christian Communities

By Holly E. Hearon   

Collegeville, MN: Liturgical Press, 2004; 

Includes interesting material on storytelling and gender analysis.  

6. Mary Magdalene: A Biography
By Bruce Chilton

NY: Doubleday, 2005. 

A scholarly study, & yet written for lay people, Dr. Chilton uses biblical material & much extra-biblical material, including thoughtful inferences drawn from the known facts. 

7. Mary of Magdala: Apostle and Leader

By Mary R. Thompson, S.S.M.N.

N.Y.: Paulist Press, 1995    

This is an excellent scholarly book with a solid biblical foundation and it evaluates some 

apocryphal material. Excellent on first century Jewish customs concerning women. 

8. Mary Magdalene and Many Others: Women Who Followed Jesus. 
By Carla Ricci, Translated from the Italian by Paul Burns

Minneapolis: Fortress Press, 1994  
An excellent critical work! Focused primarily on Luke 8:1-3, she also includes material on where the prostitute allegation came from.  

9. The Gospel of Mary of Magdala: Jesus and the First Woman Apostle

By Karen L. King

Santa Rosa, CA: Polebridge Press, 2003  

A good scholarly work on substantial portions of an apocryphal Gospel.

10. The Resurrection of Mary Magdalene: Legends, Apocrypha, and the Christian Testament

By Jane Schaberg

NY: Continuum, 2004  

Scholarly, excellent. 

11. Women Preachers and Prophets through Two Millennia of Christianity. 

Edited by Beverly Mayne Kienzle and Pamela J. Walker

Berkeley & LA: Univ. CA Press, 1998  

17 essays, # 1 (Karen King) and # 3 are especially concerned with Mary M.; includes art. 
12. Preaching the Women of the Bible 
The Rev. Dr. Lisa Wilson Davis       
St. Louis, MO: Chalice Press, 2006.  
This includes a sermon about Mary Magdalene as “The First Apostle” on pp. 109-115, an effective example of imaginative historic reconstruction. With 4 sample sermons, she discusses the importance of hearing sermons about more biblical women, and hearing them more often, even when the information about these women may be limited.

13. Leloup, Jean-Yves, The Gospel of Mary Magdalene; Translation from the Coptic and Commentary. (1997 French original) Rochester, Vermont: Inner Traditions, 2002. The author is an Orthodox priest in France. Suggested recommendation as unsurpassed depth in seeing into the luminosity of the Gospels.

14. Leloup, Jean-Yves, The Sacred Embrace of Jesus and Mary: The Sexual Mystery at the Heart of the Christian Tradition. (Tout est pur pour celui qui est pur: Jesus, Marie-Madeleine, l'Incarnation). Rochester, Vermont: Inner Traditions, 2007. Suggested recommendation.
15. web-ography, 2 items:  each accessed September 12, 2012. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mary_Magdalene  
http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/pages/frontline/shows/religion/first/women.html         
____________________                                                   
Booklist part 2:  selected works addressing aspects of the ancient      synagogue and early Church, the context of Mary Magdalene’s life
a) Women Leaders in the Ancient Synagogue: Inscriptional Evidence & Background Issues

By Bernadette J. Brooten

Chico, CA: Scholars Press, 1982, Brown Judaic Studies 36.  

This groundbreaking review of archeological research demonstrated that over a period of centuries and in different territories women led synagogues, and that separate seating for men and women in synagogues, if it existed then, left no archeological remains.  
b) Junia: the First Woman Apostle. 

Eldon Jay Epp 
Minneapolis: Fortress Press, 2005.  

This excellent technical study of the biblical manuscript evidence on Junia, one of two notable apostles named in Romans 16:7, is listed here as a reminder that Mary Magdalene was not the only woman who was a Christian apostle. The definitive study of this subject. The author is a scholar with an international reputation for the quality of his work on biblical manuscripts.   

c) Ordained Women in the Early Church: A Documentary History 

ed. and translated by Kevin Madigan and Carolyn Osiek,

Baltimore: John Hopkins Univ. Press, 2005. 

This study deliberately omits apostles [since they were not ordained] because it focuses on women priests and deacons, and is more extensive than Eisen’s work, listed below. 

d) Women and Christian Origins

Edited by Ross Shepard Kraemer and Mary Rose D’Angelo

Oxford: Oxfod University Press, 1999

An invaluable collection of fourteen scholarly articles.

e) Women Officeholders in Early Christianity: Epigraphical and Literary Studies

By Ute E. Eisen

Collegeville, MN: Liturgical Press, 2000 (German original 1996)  

In this spectacular work she looks at women apostles, prophets, teachers of theology, presbyters, enrolled widows, deacons, bishops, and stewards, as well as at methodology. 

Booklist part 3: Use this material with caution, if you use it at all:               
A) Mary Magdalene: Myth and Metaphor    
By Susan Haskins

N.Y.: Riverhead Books, 1993  

Although this book is weak on the biblical material and first century Jewish customs concerning women, and it reflects the western conflation of several different biblical women and omits material from the Eastern and Oriental Orthodox Churches, it is good on the cultic history of St. Mary Magdalene in the western (Latin = R.C.) Church, especially in literature and art. It includes 91 black and white illustrations.  

B) Mary Magdalene and the Women in Jesus’ Life.

By Carolyn M. and Joseph A. Grassi                  
Kansas City, MO: Sheed & Ward, 1986.   

Not recommended: This is woefully inadequate critically, this book has deep sexism, subtle anti-Semitism and racism, and is casual about heresy!  

C) The Holy Myrrh-Bearer Mary Magdalene: Life and Akathist Hymn

Translated from Slavonic by Reader Isaac E. Lambertsen

Liberty, TN: St. John of Kronstadt Press, 1988(?) 

This is taken from traditional Eastern Orthodox sources, so it covers eastern legendary material well. Warning: unfortunately it shows some sexism in both parts of the translation, and some anti-Semitism in the life part. This has no critical analysis or citations, but it is consistent with biblical sources about her life. 

NOTE: The Da Vinci Code by Don Brown is a work of fiction which includes Mary Magdalene, among 
other characters. But even the claims at the beginning of the book, which are labeled as “facts” or “truth,” are nearly all fiction, in whole or in part. Several good books analyze the errors in Brown’s book, and provide accurate corrections for those who are interested in distinguishing history from fiction in his story. I have heard that it is a good story, but I know that it is not history at all! So if you like to read fiction, go right ahead, and then decide if you would like to read one of the books debunking it. 
______________________________________________________________________________________

[Item 12 is Piccard’s Selected Annotated Bibliography on Mary Magdalene. © 2008 by the Rev. Kathryn A. Piccard] 
If you would like to see about buying an icon reproduction of St. Mary Magdalene blessing, contact Sr. Ellen Francis, OSH, at www.osh.org and ask if she has such an icon available with the inscription: Saint Mary Magdalene, Apostle. If she does not, ask to be notified if or when one becomes available.  
Large print instructions:

This booklet is available through www.katrinasdream.org  Click on Katrina’s Story in the upper left of the menu bar, then click on Just Words, then scroll down. You may make copies for parochial use only, and not for commercial use, on condition that If anybody needs larger print copies you will enlarge a copy to size 18 font prior to printing. Ask if they prefer Ariel font. Do not print and then enlarge with a photocopier. 
Print as displayed:  Use 8½ x 11 inch paper. You can arrange those pages as indicated below to then print this out back-to-back on 5 pieces of 11” x 17” paper, if you wish, as sketched below. Then collate and fold/staple. Print so both side of each page have the same top side up.  

   _______10_______/________11________              A: You could do one sided printing on 8 ½ x 11.
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  __________6________/________15_______            Each horizontal line represents a piece of                                                             
                      5                                  16                         11” x 17” paper. (Copy shops have paper like that.)  
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              3                                         18                                    so pp. 3 and 18 are run off on one side, & 4 & 17 on         
________2_________/_________19__________        the other. Then each future booklet is put with the   
                1                                     20                             pages in order, folded in half, and stapled. 
� This short biography has been adapted from one in Holy Women, Holy Men: Celebrating the Saints. NY: Church Publishing, 2010, and used by permission. 


� This book is by Edith Sinclair Downing, 2006, and may be ordered from the publisher, Wayne Leupold Editions at � HYPERLINK "http://www.wayneleupold.com/congregational-song.html?p=2" \o "http://www.wayneleupold.com/congregational-song.html?p=2" \t "_blank" �http://www.wayneleupold.com/congregational-song.html?p=2�   accessed August 31, 2012. 


� I first found this concept in Walter Schmithals, (German original 1961, revised as) The Office of Apostle in the Early Church, trans. by J. Steely, Nashville, TN: Abingdon, 1969. (The third idea of apostles was not a Christian idea, and was held by those Paul calls false Apostles. They totally rejected Jesus.)   


� Mary Ann Getty, “God’s Fellow Worker and Apostleship” in Swidler and Swidler, op. cit., pp. 176-182. This is also available online: see � HYPERLINK "http://www.womenpriests.org/classic/getty.asp" ��http://www.womenpriests.org/classic/getty.asp� accessed May 27, 2009. 


� It is interesting that the role for the Twelve, judging the tribes of Israel, previously mentioned by Jesus, is not mentioned here, but instead Luke presents Peter as giving the Twelve the role of witnesses to Jesus’ resurrection, consistent with Acts 1:8, and with what apostles had long been doing by the time Acts was written. Peter is presented as quoting a Psalm, “let another fill his office,” at a time long before the role and responsibility of apostle was considered an office. Or is that a translation matter? 


� I say apparently because there is certainly ambiguity about whether or not the author intended to limit the candidates to men in this verse. In “The Twelve” by Elizabeth Schüssler Fiorenza in Swidler, in L. and A. Swidler, ed.s, Women Priests: A Catholic Commentary on the Vatican Declaration. New York: Paulist Press, 1977, pp. 114-22, she mentions on p. 119 that in Acts, “it is not clear whether aner is used in 1:21 in a generic sense, since Luke often uses the address ‘men, brothers’ (1:16, 2:29, 2:37; 7:2; 13:15; 13:26. 38; 15:7, 13; 22:1, 6; 28:17) in an inclusive sense to address the whole community, even when women are present (cf. 1:14 and 1:16).” So although Peter appears here to be restricting the candidates to males, and the three candidates listed indeed had male names, it is not a certainty that Peter, to whom this speech is attributed, nor Luke, who may have composed or edited the speech—let alone God—wanted to restrict candidates for apostles to the male sex, or had done so. 


� The account in Acts also makes ridiculous claims, such as that the Jewish High Priest authorized Paul to make arrests of Christians outside Jerusalem, and in Damascus, as Acts 9:1-2 says.  


� Some of the women leaders it does mention, such as Prisca/Priscilla, might have been apostles, but he does not say so. She and her husband Aquila are mentioned together six times in the Bible, and her name comes first four of those six times.


� There are four lists of the Twelve in the Bible, and all of the names are always male names. However, to make the lists match or harmonize, one must make three assumptions, each about a separate person or persons. 


� According to Mary Magdalene Understood p. 69. 


� There are also some hymns which do this for St. Junia the Apostle.


� Many Episcopalians would say that if it was essential to the faith (to know), the Holy Spirit would have made it plain in the Bible. 





