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                                        .  This is a copy of part of a  

                                       .  painting of Catherine done by                                                                                                        
                                                                            .  Andrea Vanni, who knew her. 
                                                               .                                   It is in the public domain.  
Introduction

April 29 has been a minor (black letter) feast day in the Episcopal Church celebrating Saint Catherine of Siena since our current Book of Common Prayer was approved in 1979. You can see her name on the BCP calendar on page 25, where it is in regular typeface to show that it is a minor holy day. Although she is painted to look like a nun, she was not a nun, although she was affiliated with the Dominican Order of nuns and monks. It is up to you and your parish how you wish to use this parish study guide. 
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This introductory study guide is © 2012 by Kathryn Piccard. It may be copied for free use in Episcopal Churches if it is copied with this © notice & if, and only if, it is unaltered, and if anyone who requests a large print copy, has one printed for them in that size. If you use this guide in your parish, please ask for an evaluation form from: kapiccard [@] Comcast.net so it can be improved. Thank you. The biography is adapted from the one in Holy Women, Holy Men, and used by permission of Church Publishing. Copy from www.katrinasdream.org > Katrina’s Story (upper left) > Just Words, then look at the bottom of the page. 

1. A short biography of St. Catherine of Siena

Catherine was the youngest of twenty-five children of a wealthy dyer of Siena. At six years of age, she had a remarkable vision that probably decided her life’s vocation. While walking home from a visit, she stopped on the road and gazed upward, oblivious to everything around her. “I beheld our Lord seated in glory with St. Peter, St. Paul, and Saint John.” She went on to say, later, that the Savior smiled on her and blessed her. 
From then on, Catherine spent most of her time in prayer and meditation, despite her mother’s attempts to force her to be like other girls. To settle matters, Catherine cut off her hair, her chief beauty. The family harassed her continually; but in the end, convinced that she was deaf to all opposition, her father let her do as she would: close herself away in a darkened room, fast, and sleep on boards. Eventually, she was accepted as a Dominican postulant.

Catherine had numerous visions, and was also tried most severally by loathsome temptations and degrading images. Frequently, she felt totally abandoned by the Lord. At last, in 1366, the Savior appeared with Mary and the Heavenly Host, and espoused her to himself, so ending her years of lonely prayer and struggle. She became a nurse, as Dominicans regularly did, caring for patients with leprosy and cancer whom other nurses disliked to treat.

Opinion in Siena was sharply divided about whether she was a saint or fanatic, but when the bishop of Capua was appointed her confessor, he helped her to win full support from the Dominican Mother House. Catherine was a courageous worker in time of severe plague; she visited prisoners condemned to death; she constantly was called upon to arbitrate feuds and to prepare troubled sinners for confession. 

During the great schism of the papacy, with rival popes in Rome and Avignon, Catherine wrote tirelessly to princes, kings, and popes, urging them to restore the unity of the Church. She even went to Rome to press further for this cause.

Besides her many letters to all manner of people, Catherine wrote a Dialogue, a mystical work dictated in ecstasy. Exhausted and paralyzed, she died at the age of thirty-three.    
_____________________________________ This is copied, by permission, from Holy Women, Holy Men, © 2010, p. 350. 
2. The proper for her feast day, the prayer/collect, and  

    the readings. 

II.  Everlasting God, you so kindled the flame of holy love in the heart of blessed Catherine of Siena, as she meditated on the passion of your Son our Savior, that she devoted her life to the poor and sick, and to the peace and unity of the Church; Grant that we also may share in the mystery of Christ’s death, and rejoice in the revelation of his glory; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.  
Psalm




Lessons
119:73-80



Lamentations 3:31-33






1 John 1:5-2:2






Luke 12:22-24, 29-31

Preface of a Saint (2)

________________________________________________________________________
3. Ideas for hymns to use when celebrating Catherine’s Day 

                                  ♪(♫♬(♫  ((   
Many music directors make an effort to select hymns which give a prominent role to women on their feast days. Themes from St. Catherine’s life which might be a good basis for selecting hymns are: her work for peace, her work for Church unity, her teaching by preaching and writing, nursing, her life of prayer, and visiting prisoners. 
Hymnal 1982

315   Church unity, Eucharist




346   Eucharistic, mystical; dismissal hymn 




600/1 war & peace, obey call, calm faith…
345   peace in Church & land; a dismissal hymn at the end of liturgy.
LEVAS II

201   peace like a river
W, L, & P

791   peace (surrounding us) 



794   peace



796   peace together in the world through Jesus
Voices Found 

  90   prisons, virtues (Catherine visited prisoners)

109   (if both women and men participate in the community)       

The Dominican Nuns of Summit New Jersey, http://www.nunsopsummit.org/  , have a hymnal for sale which has a five stanza hymn addressed to, and about, St. Catherine. # 305 begins: “O Catherine, blessed daughter of the Father,” and uses imagery from her writings. Other Dominicans doubtless have similar hymns. Also, like every other Doctor of the Church (all 35), and like the Bible, Catherine used female images of God in her writings, both in her many letters, and in her book, along with a wealth of other images. You may wish to use one or more of the hymns which also use these images. 
You might want to have a Saint Catherine of Siena Hymn Sing, with your music director, and possibly your choir. This could be fun, educational, and informative. It might also help your music director and priest decide how to prioritize which of these hymns to use in your parish during Eastertide, and specifically for the feast of St. Catherine of Siena, on or around April 29th. You might want to use the collect for her day, or from the BCP, collect 7 on p. 816, or 14 on p. 818 at the hymn sing.    
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

4. The four Episcopal Churches named after St. Catherine of 
    Siena.                                                                      (As of 2012)
	Province

number                
	#
	Diocese,
& date
Founded
	Church name,                          address,        and         website    

	  IV
	1
	Florida

1951


	St. Catherine’s Episcopal Church, 4758 Shelby Avenue, Jacksonville, FL 32210  http://stcatherinesepiscopal.org/    

      ___________________________________________________________

St. Catherine’s Episcopal pre-School, ages 2-5

	  VII
	2
	TX
1999

	St. Catherine of Siena Mission Church, 4747 Sienna 

Parkway, Missouri City, TX 77459  http://www.siennachurch.org/    

     _____________________________________________________________

& St. Catherine of Siena Episcopal School, ages 2 to 5 

	 VIII
	3
	  NV
 2007 
	St. Catherine of Siena, 110 Bishop Manogue Drive, Reno, 

NV 89511  http://stcatherinesreno.org/    
   

	  IV
	4
	Alabama 

  2008
	St. Catherine’s Episcopal Church, 4163 County Road 39, 

Chelsea, AL 35043 http://chelsea.dioala.org/         




St. Catherine was affiliated with the Dominican Order. There is also an Anglican expression of the Dominican life, as a Christian community (not as a religious order) in an international form (US, Canada, England, and Australia), for men and women, lay and ordained, married and single, living alone, in family life, or in community, plus Associates and oblates. http://anglicandominican.com/     
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
5. Why there are relatively few Episcopal Churches 

    named after Catherine of Siena 

There were about 6,800 Episcopal parish Churches, mission congregations, school chapels, etc., in 2010, and as of 2012 only four Churches are named after St. Catherine of Siena. We might say that Churches named after St. Paul, the Twelve Apostles, and the four Evangelists, for example, are a dime a dozen. But when it comes to Churches named after St. Catherine of Siena, we don’t need to have great numbers, great quantities, because we have great quality!  ☺ 

Possibly there are additional Episcopal Churches or schools which have chapels dedicated under the name of St. Catherine of Siena. If your parish has one, please send the information to kapiccard @ Comcast.net so this guide can be updated. It is interesting that the provinces in the north-eastern United States do not have any Churches named after her. It appears that a disproportionate number of the Churches with her name (75%) have been founded since the proposal of the new BCP 1979 calendar, which includes her. 

St. Catherine of Siena had been canonized in 1461 but her feast was not put on the Roman Catholic calendar until 1597, so she had no significant cultus (veneration) in pre-Reformation England. At the Reformation the Church of England under Cranmer removed 99% of the names of saints from its calendar. The calendar of the Book of Common Prayer was soon limited to feast days associated with the life cycle of Jesus, John the Baptist, angels, the Evangelists and Apostles, and only a few other biblical saints, such as St. Stephen and the Holy Innocents. We did not put St. Catherine on our calendar until our 1979 BCP, when we also added the Blessed Virgin Mary, St. Joseph, and others. You may have noticed that parishes are now choosing her name more frequently. In the Church of England at the Reformation for the most part parish Churches retained their dedications to quite a variety of saints, including St. Katharine of Alexandria, even though hardly any of these numerous saints remained on the calendar of feast days. There are several Episcopal Churches named after St. Katharine of Alexandria and at least two of them spell the parish name with a C! St. Catherine’s School, Richmond, VA, a diocesan girls; school K-12 is named after St. Katherine of Alexandria. That Katherine is known as a wise philosopher, able to beat pagan philosophers in arguments, so it is not surprising to find schools named after her.  

Anglican Churches do not canonize saints, or invoke them in the liturgy, but we do commemorate holy people, including some who have been canonized by the early Church, or by the Eastern Orthodox Church or by the Roman Catholic Church. Episcopalians appreciate so many different saints and holy people that we have been placing many names on, or back on, our calendar for commemorations. The minor, or black letter, days, like St. Catherine’s Day are optional. They can be observed on any day in the week they fall, unless it is a Sunday or a major feast. Her feast can be observed on any open day of the week in which it falls. BCP page 16 says that “With the express permission of the bishop, and for urgent and sufficient reason, some other special occasion may be observed on a Sunday.” The dedication feast of a congregation—the saint it is named after—is one of the best reasons to make such a request. In 2018 April 29 will fall on a Sunday. 
________________________________________________________________________

6. Ecumenical notes about Lutheran, Independent Catholic 
    and Roman Catholic approaches 

A. How the Lutheran Churches regard St. Catherine of Siena
The Evangelical Lutheran Church of America lists her on their calendar in the category of Renewer of the Church. This is because of the extent to which she worked to restore unity to the Church in western Europe when it was torn by schism, when there was more than one pope, and when it was weak and corrupt in its leadership. She also worked for peace when Christians were fighting each other in parts of what is now Italy. The Lutheran Church in Canada also has her on their calendar. 

B. How some Roman Catholics view St. Catherine of Siena
Generally, she is treated with substantial honor and respect. Some like to ask her prayers. St. Catherine was affiliated with the Dominican order, and there are a number of Roman Catholic religious orders in the Dominican “family” or tradition, who feel a special affinity to her. Other Roman Catholic women are proud of her wisdom, her leadership, her holiness, her writing many letters and a book which people continue to find useful, and for other reasons, such as her sense of humor. She was the second woman to be named a Doctor of the Church, and she had much less education than the first. There are several novenas
 to her, schools and colleges named after her, and her name is popular. Minnesota has a university named after her, and Kentucky has a college, as do Australia, England (both Cambridge and Oxford), New Zealand, and the Philippines. A medical center, nursing home, apartment complex, etc. bear her name. There is even a Catherine of Siena Virtual College, which teaches real courses internationally to women and men and emphasizes “working to empower women for life and leadership through high quality women's and gender studies education. [Their] inter-disciplinary courses promote gender equality, as well as, inter-cultural and inter-religious understanding and respect.”
 There are ten saints named Kathryn. 
C. How some independent Catholic Churches relate to St. Catherine of Siena
Here are some Old Catholic Churches in the United States named after her:  
--In The American Catholic denomination, one of the independent Catholic Churches, 
   there is a St. Catherine of Siena Catholic Community, in Tallahassee, FL, or at least 

   there was about 2010.   
--The American National Catholic Church has a St. Catherine of Siena Church in St. 
   Louis, MO, which started in 2011, initially meeting in St. John’s Episcopal Church.
   
--The Old Catholic Diocese of the Chesapeake Bay, North Bay Village, FL, Oratory of 
   St. Catherine of Siena, The Rev. Leonardo Falcon, chaplain.
    
--The Independent Catholic Christian Church has an Oratory of St. Catherine of Siena, 
   in Jamaica Plain, part of Boston, MA.
 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
7.  What does it mean that Catherine of Siena                        

     is called a “Doctor of the Church?” 

The Roman Catholic Church has a category of saints it officially calls “Doctors,” in the same sense that some people get doctoral degrees, meaning that they know a subject thoroughly enough at an advanced level to teach it, and that they have done original research or thinking. It means that her writings are trustworthy examples of Church teachings, and are expected to have long lasting value. The writings of some doctors disagree with the writings of other doctors about some things. This is a reminder that dialogue can lead to greater insight. Because the Episcopal Church is both Catholic and Reformed, most of Catherine’s writing does not present any problem for Episcopalians. Her theology is sound. However, since she lived six centuries ago, her style of piety is not entirely in fashion today. 

In the Roman Catholic Church the title of Doctor of the Church will only have been given to 35 people as of late 2012, and all of them are canonized saints on the Roman Catholic calendar. Until 1970, all of them were ordained men, but St. Teresa was the first woman to be named a Doctor of the Church, and St. Catherine was the second, a week later! Since then St. Thérèse of Lisieux, and St. Hildegard of Bingen have also been named doctors. Many of the early doctors are also important saints on the Eastern Orthodox calendars, and are also on Episcopal and Lutheran calendars, just as Ss. Catherine of Siena, Hildegard of Bingen, and Teresa of Avila are on the Episcopal calendar. The title of Doctor of the Church is either awarded by a council of Roman Catholic bishops with the agreement of the pope, or by the pope acting alone. One reason they used to limit the title to ordained people is that the clergy usually got the best theological education. Most people were illiterate. But people without any formal schooling sometimes have a significant education, and Catherine is an example. She probably paid attention to most of the sermons she heard. She also discussed theology and sermons with friends, including a cousin who was a priest. God blessed her with a curious mind and a desire to understand. 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
8. A list of books for adults related to St. Catherine                 

    of Siena
There are three types of literature which St. Catherine wrote which have survived. She wrote hundreds of letters which survived, she composed some prayers which were written down by her friends when she was praying aloud, and she wrote a book (the Dialogue). While these are all available in English, along with two biographies by people who knew her, the scholarly editions of the letters are rather expensive. There are also some articles and short books which are easy to read and not too expensive to buy. Some of these should be in your public library, or they can get them for you through inter-library loans. 
There is a fair amount of pious twaddle available both for children and adults, and some earnest attempts to understand her which nonetheless miss the mark. But the scholarly quality of anything by Suzanne Noffke is excellent, although not everybody is interested in scholarly studies. …  This is a sampling. Not counting Catherine’s writings, or articles in periodicals, the Harvard library catalog lists 349 books on the subject of Catherine of Siena, from 1476 to 2012.  
Noffke, Suzanne, O.P., ed. The Prayers of Catherine of Siena, Ramsey, NJ: Paulist Press, 1983. Paperback. Because Catherine prayed out loud, her friends could write some of her prayers down. This is not a long book, but you may find it interesting. 
Hilkert, Mary Catherine, Speaking With Authority: Catherine of Siena and the Voices of Women Today. 2001 Madelena Lecture in Spirituality. NY: Paulist Press, 2001. Short. 
Cavallini, Giuliana, Things Visible and Invisible: Images in the Spirituality of St. Catherine of Siena. NY: Alba House, 1996. This little paperback can be read a few pages at a time, or all at once. The author is an outstanding Catherinian scholar.  
Scott, Karen “St. Catherine of Siena, ‘Apostola’” Church History 61 (March 1992) pages 34-46 is an excellent and interesting article. Catherine apparently modeled herself on the Apostles, especially St. Paul. It may be relevant that we know more about St. Paul than we do about any other Apostle. 

Muessig, Carolyn, George Ferzoco, and Beverly Mayne Kienzele, editors, A Companion to Catherine of Siena. Leiden; Boston: Brill, 2012. Preaching, hagiography, in Renaissance Tuscany. Excellent.   

Noffke, Suzanne, O.P., “Catherine of Siena, Justly Doctor of the Church?” in Theology Today, April, 2003, vol. 60 no. 1, pp. 49-62. This explores additional reasons for naming her a Doctor of the Church than the ones which were cited in 1970 when she was declared a Doctor.  

Caterina da Siena. Catherine of Siena: The Dialogue, translated and introduced by Suzanne Noffke, O.P., preface by Giuliana Cavallini, NY: Paulist Press, 1980, paperback and hardcover, is a good starting place for many readers.  

Luongo, F. Thomas, The Saintly Politics of Catherine of Siena. Ithaca, NY: Cornell University Press, 2006. Because virtually everything people do is done with mixed motives, and not necessarily bad motives or conscious ones, this book explores political aspects of many of Catherine’s choices about her ministry and spirituality: political in the sense of power dynamics between groups and individuals. While she did not typically address political motives, her detractors did at times, and her spiritual and pastoral motives and political ones were not mutually exclusive. Also, her theological motives functioned politically at times, whether she was aware of it or not. 

Coakley, John Wayland, Women, Men, and Spiritual Power: Female Saints and Their Male Collaborators. NY: Columbia University Press, 2006. Catherine and Raymond of Capua are one of ten sets of female/male pairs examined in this book, revelation and authority revisited.  

Kearns, Conleth, O.P., translator, introducer and annotator, The Life of Catherine of Siena by Raymond of Capua, Wilmington, DE: Michael Glazier, 1980. Raymond wrote this biography largely to get her canonized. He knew her well, and he lists the sources for each short section he writes. Nonetheless, his views did not match hers at every point! 
Catherine of Siena: An Anthology, translated by Suzanne Noffke, O.P., is a 2012 two volume scholarly book, and it is expensive, but well worth it for those who like this sort of thing. It is $ 120.00 for this two volume set. “Drawing from all of the writings of Catherine of Siena—The Letters, The Dialogue, and The Prayers—this anthology gathers texts in three collections: 

--her theology, following a thematic outline generated from the internal logic of her 
   works;
-- her imagery, with images in related clusters; 
--and significant issues with which she dealt in her own time.

   Within each subsection, texts are presented in chronological order, the better to reveal 
   the evolution of Catherine’s thought. The whole is preceded by a substantial 
   introduction. 

   Order from http://acmrs.org/publications/catalog/catherine-siena-anthology 

   Anyone can also buy the four volumes of her letters from that website at $ 65 a pop. 
When it comes to children’s books on Catherine, there have not been many in English, and they tend to encourage a piety that does not fit well with the Episcopal Church. However for pre-readers or early readers there are some collections of brief stories about several saints, and you might find one which includes Catherine. You can also try writing something short yourself, leaving blank pages for your child to illustrate, if you provide the captions. Or tell her story.      
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
9. Some ways to use this guide for parish programs  

Do you want to do a single session, or a series of sessions? How long will each be? How many people? Would you like to coordinate with another parish for book buying and sharing? 

Book Discussion Group

A. The group could look over the booklist in the parish study guide, and decide either on one book everybody would try to read, or that different people would try to read different books in the next month. Some copies might be in the parish library, and some in the public library, which could be checked in advance, and some the library could order on loan. B. Unless everybody has a copy of this parish study guide, explain how to read it online at home or at the library, as background. C. When the group meets again in four or six weeks, bring the books if you can, and bring questions, and notes on what was exciting, and what was troubling, and what was hard to believe. Are there conclusions everyone can agree upon? How about a minority report? 

Bible Study  a Bible for each person
Do this after you have learned something about her life. 

1. Divide into four groups, and assign each group the psalm or one of the three lessons assigned for her feast day. 

2. Each group should write how it relates to her life or to her writings. 

3. Then share that with each other, to see if or how the lessons relate to each other in addition.  

Hymn Sing

Use section 3 and have a Catherine of Siena Hymn Sing. Which hymns do you like, and why? Which do you dislike, and why? Words? Music? How the words and music fit together?   

Art

Is St. Catherine pictured at your Church? Walk around together and look. Is there a mosaic or a stained glass window of her? In embroidery on vestments? An icon of her, or a statue? Would you like to make art together? 

Inspiration, mission, ministries 

Do you see ways that St. Catherine inspires you or your parish to behave differently?  

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
10. Reflections and discussion questions 
Catherine worked and prayed hard to restore unity to the western Church. Do you think 

that ecumenism has anything to offer towards Church unity? If so, what and why, or how? If not, why not? What kind of ecumenism? See BCP pp. 816-819, especially numbers 7 and 14. 

When she was a teenager Catherine fasted extensively, quite possibly ruining her health. She later described this as a fault of hers, an illness, and it may well have contributed to her relatively early death. Have you read about the ways it was similar to anorexia, and how it was different? The book Holy Anorexia explores this, as does . 

What do you like about Catherine? What do you dislike? Why? 

How are you like Catherine? How are you different? 

It was quite rare for women to preach, but Catherine did, more than once. Using a translator, she even preached to the pope! Have you done anything daring? Did it take courage? Was it easier if you believed you were doing what was right? 

Clergy are usually the only people who preach. Do you think lay people should be allowed to preach more often? Do you have some sermons in you, waiting to get out?  

Have you ever written a book, as Catherine did? Have you wanted to? If you did, what might it be about? 

What most troubles you about the state of the Church today? 

What reassures you the most about the state of the Church today? 

Sometimes people learn the life story of a saint and find the saint admirable, but decide that they could never imitate the saint. But there are ways that everybody can imitate all the saints, even though they lived in different times, places, and cultures. First is something every saint can do for us which Jesus cannot do at all. That is to give us an example of repenting for our sins, and seeking and accepting God’s forgiveness and grace for amendment of life, and making amends to whoever we hurt, to the extent possible. Jesus, being divine and without sin (Hebrews 4:15, 1 John 3:15), cannot give us that sort of example, but every saint can.  

Second, each saint tried to discern or determine what God wanted them to do with their lives. We can do the same. What gifts has the Holy Spirit given us for ministry? What things delight our hearts?  

If you could ask Catherine questions, or listen to her talk, what would you like to ask her about?  

________________________________________________________________________
END. 
� A novena is a short prayer form used on nine successive days, or nine successive months. See � HYPERLINK "http://www.catholicdoors.com/prayers/novena.htm" ��http://www.catholicdoors.com/prayers/novena.htm�  accessed August 30, 2012, for some examples.  


� � HYPERLINK "http://www.catherinecollege.net/" ��http://www.catherinecollege.net/�  accessed September 10, 2012. 


� � HYPERLINK "http://www.stltoday.com/news/local/metro/catholic-pursues-a-non-roman-path/article_b65b4efc-3bb4-5868-bbda-74b912149158.html" ��http://www.stltoday.com/news/local/metro/catholic-pursues-a-non-roman-path/article_b65b4efc-3bb4-5868-bbda-74b912149158.html�  and � HYPERLINK "http://www.saintcatherinestl.org/" ��http://www.saintcatherinestl.org/�  accessed August 25, 2012, Arsenal St. 


� � HYPERLINK "http://www.facebook.com/pages/The-Old-Catholic-Diocese-of-the-Chesapeake-Bay/136756863063969?sk=info" ��http://www.facebook.com/pages/The-Old-Catholic-Diocese-of-the-Chesapeake-Bay/136756863063969?sk=info�   accessed August 25, 2012.       ask: � HYPERLINK "mailto:stjohnbeloveddc@aol.com" �stjohnbeloveddc@aol.com�  


� � HYPERLINK "http://www.inclusivecatholics.com/parishes-and-ministries.html" ��http://www.inclusivecatholics.com/parishes-and-ministries.html�  accessed August 25, 2012. 





